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at the palace. Never on that account for a moment did Prince Albert drop his purpose of securing LdSk, Philippe's friendship. The tradition of this amicable iri^: tercourse lasted throughout several years of Napoleon III. To the queen the French emperor may have been a source of amiable perplexity. The queen's husband in equal degrees distrusted his character and disliked his entourage. Through it all, the good understanding between the two nations remained much what it was when initiated in the forties at the Chateau d'Eu. So far as any hypothetical event can be spoken about positively, it is absolutely certain that the English court, swayed by influence like that of Prince Albert, would have prevented the Franco-Prussian War of 1870. For that struggle France had been preparing quite as long by a search after foreign alliances as Prussia had been doing by accoutrements and arms. Even the latest instalment of Queen Victoria's correspondence may contain no reference to the fact, but during the Prince Consort's lifetime Napoleon III. expended much diplomatic ingenuity and perseverance In the attempt to prepare a Franco-Austrian understanding to be used against Prussia, as, if there had been the opportunity, he might have used a Franco-Prussian understanding against England. A like friendly consideration for France was shown after the prince's death by Queen Victoria. It was never much of a diplomatic secret that in 1875 Bismarck, disgusted at her speedy recovery after the overthrow of five years earlier, wished to attack France. The opening move against him was planned at Windsor; the queen at once communicated with the Czar and with the aged German Emperor. The great chancellor thus received
405